


Welcome to the latest edition of Huna.
This year has seen KAEC take its place at the center 
of the conversations that matter. Conversations 
about business and culture. Conversations about 
entrepreneurship and leisure. Conversations about the 
future.
In the first quarter of the year we held our most 
ambitious event to date, the NEXT Festival. This three 
day event explored the role of brands in building the 
next economy in Saudi Arabia. The event attracted 
not only the country’s top young marketing talent but 
also leading CEOs from Saudi Arabia and the wider 
world, many of whom were visiting the city for the first 
time. You can read more about the event in the special 
feature in this edition of Huna.
We also hosted the Top CEO Awards for 2017, 
the first time this prestigious event has been held 
outside Dubai. The event was attended by prominent 
business figures from around the world to discuss the 
transformative role of leadership in the region.
As well as hosting established businesses, KAEC is 
building a reputation as the entrepreneurship hub 
of Saudi Arabia. The Prince Mohamed bin Salman 
College of Business and Entrepreneurship (MBSC). 
MBSC is already becoming a respected source of 
insight and thought leadership, issuing the Saudi 
Arabian Global Entrepreneurship Monitor, the most 
comprehensive study of entrepreneurship in the 
country ever undertaken. The college has also hosted 
prominent guest speakers as part of the MBSC 
Connect series and supported third-part events 
including the MIT Enterprise Forum and Endeavor 
Saudi Arabia.
The city provides further tangible support to 
entrepreneurs and small businesses through our 
partnership with the newly formed SME Authority and 
the Corporate Relocation Program, which supports 
businesses starting up in the city with a range of 

incentives including rent holidays, education support and 
residential property deals.
Our arts and cultural activities have accelerated this year, 
supported by strategic relationships with the General 
Entertainment Authority and the Saudi Arts Council. We 
hosted successful concert recitals with classical pianists 
Omar Khairat and Gergely Bogyáni. And we displayed 
works by some of the world’s leading video artists as 
part of the annual Art of Jeddah 21,39 SAFAR art event.
The city’s growing prominence as a tourism and 
entertainment destination was underscored when 
HRH Khalid Al-Faisal, Governor of Makkah, launched 
a number of tourism and entertainment projects in the 
city which will come online over the next few years. And 
residents will have noticed the growing popularity of 
KAEC as a weekend destination – the city attracted more 
than 300 thousand visitors in the first half of the year as 
we did in the whole of 2016. 
All of this activity is driving the development of the city 
forward, attracting investors in our complete range of 
residential properties as well as in the Industrial Valley, 
which continues to attract world class companies to 
establish operations in KAEC.
We are proud of our position as one of the development 
tributaries of Saudi Arabia and in harmony with the vision 
of 2030. We are proud of what we have achieved today in 
all fields and look forward to completing your journey to 
achieve your aspirations in living, working, education and 
leisure.
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H U N A  F E A T U R E S

“Next festival”

Global and local experts participating at the NEXT Forum
From left to right:
Krishtani Vignarajah, Baris Ozistek, Bernard Khoury, Runaas Yousaf, 

King Abdullah Economic City (KAEC) counts today as a pillar of 
socio-economic development in the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia. 
Through its steady progress, the city is a living proof of the 
country’s immense capabilities towards achieving the hopes and 
aspirations of Vision 2030. 
In line with its ongoing quest to remain an iconic benchmark 
for successful collaborations between the public and the private 
sectors, KAEC has organized The NEXT Power Brands Festival, 
one of the year’s most important economic events, aimed at 
enhancing the private sector’s role in supporting the economy 
and the National Transformation Programs. 

KAEC hosted the NEXT Power Brands Festival for three consecutive days, 
from the 26th to the 28th of March 2017. Top local, regional and international 
brands, businessmen, media and communication figures, as well as key 
people from the educational sector attended the event. 

The NEXT Festival is one of many positive outcomes stemming from the 
successful collaboration between the Prince Mohammed bin Salman bin 
Abdulaziz Foundation (MiSK), the Ministry of Commerce & Investment, and 
KAEC. The event aims at empowering the private sector to grow locally and 
expand regionally, by supporting young national talents and professionals 
and raising the overall performance level of local companies by consolidating 
brands' equity and encouraging them to have a bigger contribution to the 
National Transformation Programs and the economic growth. 

The NEXT umbrella brought together 3 main events: Markathon by MiSK, The 
NEXT Forum, and the NEXT Power Brands Index in KSA.

The Dynamics of the New Economy



An exciting challenge was also organized in the 
frame of the NEXT Festival, dubbed the “Markathon 
by MiSK”. The latter brought together young 
Saudi marketers and creative minds in order to 
empower them, help them demonstrate their 
skills, and enhance brands’ equity among young 
professionals and future economic leaders through 
real-time marketing challenges submitted by 
leading local and international brands. Organized 
by MiSK Foundation in collaboration with KAEC, 
the Markathon took place at Mohammed Bin 
Salman College for Business and Entrepreneurship 
(MBSC) over two days and offered a great learning 
experience for participants who got to put their 
knowledge into practice. 

In a unique night for the marketing community 
in Saudi Arabia, Markathon by MiSK participants 
were joined by top members from the creative 
and business industries from around the kingdom 
at the “Next Beach Zone”. Everyone enjoyed the 
great ambiance, the creative refreshments, and the 
iconic Red Sea sun set on the cost of King Abdullah 
Economic City. The night at “Next Beach Zone” 
witnessed the international festival: The Ad-eaters, 
in which the attendance watched the best award-
winning commercials from all over the world, 
before attending the honoring ceremony of the 
Markathon by MiSK’s winners.

MiSK Foundation’s Secretary General His 
Excellency Mr. Badr Bin Mohammed Al Asaker 
shared his optimistic views regarding the 
Markathon by MiSK outcomes, stating that this 
event is an exciting competition that gathers the 
best creative minds in the market. According 
to Al Asaker, the Markathon has been planned 
and directed in an innovative way that helps 
young talents demonstrate their skills while 
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-Mr. Fahd Hamidaddin, the Secretary
General of the NEXT Festival

We highly value the successful 
partnership between KAEC, MiSK 
Foundation and the Ministry of 

Commerce and Investment, and strive 
for further collaborations that would 
result in more valuable programs and 

initiatives in the future”.

enhancing national brands’ equity. Al Asaker 
added: “Markathon by MiSK is yet another initiative 
by MiSK Foundation aiming at endorsing the 
Kingdom’s quest to uncover talents and shed 
light on today’s creative minds and tomorrow’s 
entrepreneurs”.
 
Other than the Markathon by MiSK, The NEXT 
Forum stage featured countless inspiring talks 
and valuable interventions about major economic 
topics, the current market status, opportunities 
and challenges. Many case studies, experiences, 
creative ideas and important recommendations 
were shared by key influencers and note speakers 
including Sir Martin Sorrell the CEO of WPP, Mr. 
Mohammed Abdulaziz Alshaya the Executive 
Chairman of Al Shaya Group, H.E. Mr. Fahd Al-
Sukait the Private Sector Development Head at 
the Council of Economic & Development Affairs, 
Dr. Khaled Biyari Group CEO of Saudi Telecom 
Company (STC), and Mr. Fahd Al-Rasheed, The 
Managing Director and Group CEO of KAEC. Each 
speaker shared their success story and knowledge 
with other key figures during a series of seminars, 
the most important of which were: “The Future 
of Retail”, “What is the World Telling Us?”, “Fresh 
Perspectives”, “21st Century Marketing”, “National 
& City Branding”, “The Dynamics of the New 
Economy”, and “Building Brands Across Borders”. 

Picture 1, & 2: Beach Zone during the Ad Eaters commercial screening

From his end, Mr. Fahd Al-Rasheed, The Managing Director and Group CEO 
of KAEC expressed how happy he was about hosting the NEXT Forum in the 
city, underlining how proud he felt about the event’s success and positioning 
as one of the major economic events for this year. Al-Rasheed stated: 
“Through the NEXT Forum, KAEC aims to shed light on the importance 
of building strong brands which can largely contribute to the Kingdom’s 
economic growth. Strong brands are the foundations of the private sector 
and we’re encouraging them to increase their competitiveness, focus on 
growth, and work on expanding beyond the Kingdom’s borders, which will 
be a valuable contribution towards achieving the 2030 Vision aspirations”. 
Al-Rasheed added: “The NEXT Forum has an undeniable added value which 
is the ability of gathering so many international experts in one place to share 
their wealth of real-life business experiences, enriching case studies, and 
inspiring creative ideas which are expected to have greatly positive echoes in 
the near future, God’s willing”.
During the closing ceremony of the NEXT Awards, the results of the NEXT 
Power Brands Index were announced, revealing the most valuable and 
most powerful brands in the Kingdom. The NEXT Index is an initiative by the 
Mohammed Bin Salman College for Business and Entrepreneurship (MBSC) 
in collaboration with renowned international research bodies. It hopes to 
motivate local SMEs to enhance their brand equity while encouraging leading 
local companies to increase their competitiveness both on the local and the 
regional levels. 

-Mr. Fahd Al-Rasheed

Mr. Fahd Al-Rasheed, Managing Director and Group CEO of KAEC.

The NEXT Forum has an undeniable added value 
which is the ability of gathering so many 
international experts in one place to share 

their wealth of real-life business experiences, 
enriching case studies, and inspiring creative 

ideas which are expected to have greatly 
positive echoes in the near future, God’s willing

In this context, Mr. Fahd Hamidaddin, the Secretary General of the 
NEXT Festival said: “I am very pleased with the great interaction and 
overwhelmed by the amazing turnout, with leading businessmen, media 
and communication figures, as well as key people from the educational 
sector attending the NEXT Festival and concurrent events which all aim 
towards enhancing brands’ equity and reinforcing their contribution 
to the National Transformational Programs and national economy. 
We highly value the successful partnership between KAEC, MiSK 
Foundation and the Ministry of Commerce and Investment, and strive for 
further collaborations that would result in more valuable programs and 
initiatives in the future”.
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Sir Martin Sorrel, Chief Executive Officer of WPP



Advanced Industrial Company
for clay pipe “AICCP“
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The advantageous features 
at KAEC starting with the 
strategic location and many 
facilities and services made 
KAEC our preferred choice.

1- What business field are you in? Can you tell us more about the 
company's establishment and beginnings?

The Advanced Industrial Company for Clay Pipes manufactures and produces 
premium quality and highly resistant vitrified clay pipes and fittings used in 
setting up sanitary drainage systems.
The company was established according to the highest international 
standards in collaboration with a group of European companies. Pilot 
production began in 2016, and today, thanks to Allah, we’ve reached our 
goal and started commercial production. We owe this achievement to God of 
course, but also to our partners’ hard work, perseverance, and wide industrial 
experience which helped in supporting the company’s journey so far.

2- What made you choose the industrial Valley in KAEC as your 
preferred factory location?

KAEC boasts many advantageous features starting with the strategic 
location, which is the most important. KAEC also offers many facilities and 
services in addition to a state-of-the-art infrastructure. Another key factor 
that made KAEC our preferred choice is the presence of King Abdullah Port 
inside the city, which is a major advantage for when we start exporting our 
products. Furthermore, the upcoming opening of the Haramain High Speed 
Rail Line will definitely enhance KAEC’s standing and positively reflect on the 
companies in the city. All these factors and more have turned KAEC into the 
first and preferred location to invest in and launch our business. 

In addition, a member of AICCP Board of Directors and a member of the Executive Committee. Mr.Al-Abeedi has over 25 years of experience in a variety 
of fields and has previously headed a number of companies and leadership positions in commercial and industrial fields. He was part of a number of 
investments, including the Seemal Company for export and import, in addition he is a member in a number of advisory committees and memberships in 
charitable institutions, including the Nedaa Alamal Center for Rehabilitation in Jeddah. 

In this one-on-one interview, we learn from Mr. Al-Abeedi about the company’s establishment, field, long term vision to target regional & international 
markets, and their plan on training and empowering Saudi youth and much more. 

3- What are the export plans of the Advanced Industrial Company for 
Clay Pipes? 

We currently aim to cater to the growing demand on our products in the local 
market where we benefit from a wide network of highways, an advanced 
infrastructure and the city’s strategic location. The presence of the King 
Abdullah Port inside the city with its current resources and capabilities comes 
in line with our short-term vision to target and penetrate Gulf markets as a 
first step, and international markets later on. 

Interview with Mr. Ali Al-Abeedi
Executive Manager of the Advanced Industrial Company for clay pipes (AICCP(
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Saudization rate will reach 

47%
IN 2020

4- Do you have any plans to train and empower Saudi employees?

We believe in the importance of constantly training our human resources 
and developing their skills. We also aim to primarily employ Saudi nationals 
and we're working closely with technical and industrial training institutes to 
achieve this objective. 
We, at the Advanced Industrial Company for Clay Pipes, are proud of 
our exceptional Saudi staff including our young industrial engineers and 
administrators. Through our Saudization plan and with the support of 
the different technical and industrial institutes, we aim to increase our 
Saudization ratio to 47% by 2020. Our staff currently counts around 80 
employees and we're hoping, if Allah wills, to have 150 employees by the 
time we reach our maximum production capacity, with concurrent plans to 
improve our products' quality and boost our employees' performance and 
competence.

5- How does the company assess the market in light of the current 
economic challenges?

The Saudi market remains promising despite all the challenges because 
it is a strong market. Our line of business is linked to the development of 
the national infrastructure, which is an aspect constantly covered by the 
Government’s national development plans for all sectors. In addition, the 
Advanced Industrial Company for Clay Pipes is the only company operating 
in this line of business in the region, which gives us a competitive advantage, 
especially that our presence in KAEC contributes to minimizing our 
transportation costs and speeding up the export process. We believe that our 
products will be able to penetrate regional and international markets soon 
because of their quality and because of the transportation, distribution and 
logistics infrastructure we have access to.

6- Apart from the business side, how do you find life at KAEC?

KAEC offers a modern lifestyle that achieves a great balance between 
life›s complicated needs and requirements. The city has a comprehensive 
growth approach that contributes to the development of all sectors including 
transportation, health, education and housing, and focuses on providing job 
opportunities. 
We have noticed an increase in the number of investors, residents and 
visitors in the city, in line with KAEC›s ongoing quest to cater to the ambitions 
and dreams of every member of the family. The city even tries to exceed 
expectations by constantly introducing new recreational events and activities, 
as well as health and social facilities, some of which will be open this year. 



“WATAR”
The Musician OMAR KHAIRAT Concert
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“WATAR” The musician OMAR KHAIRAT Concert

With its breathtaking views over the Red Sea beaches and Marina, Juman 
Park’s amphitheatre at KAEC witnessed a truly magical evening featuring the 
famed Egyptian composer Omar Khairat and his orchestra. It was an artistic 
night by excellence dedicated for families with over 1,000 attendees, all avid 
listeners to musical compositions from the old but golden age. 

In total, more than 20 masterpieces were performed to the utmost delight 
of the crowd who got to enjoy their favorite tunes starting with “Al Aaraffa” 
followed by a selection of famous melodies including “Zay El Hawa”, 
“Kaddiyat Aam Ahmad”, and “Damir Ablah Hekmat”. 

The Omar Khairat concert is the first of many others yet to come to KAEC in 
the frame of "Watar", which is the fruit of a successful partnership between 
KAEC and the Entertainment Committee. This memorable musical night 
is one of many entertainment activities and events that KAEC is keen on 
organizing year-round to attract and engage all community segments, 
especially family members. 

Prior to the concert, many equally attractive events were organized in the city 
such as "Hakaya Misk", "Arab Got Talent", the "Bay La Sun Weekends", "Eid at 
Bay La Sun", "Actionha", "Souq Juman" and several other artistic and social 
happenings. 

KAEC is committed to becoming a prime tourism destination in the region 
and to achieve this objective, the city is constantly enhancing its competitive 
edge by organizing unique events. In parallel, KAEC's management is 
tirelessly working on further developing the city's infrastructure, services, and 
facilities to ensure KAEC's guests a comfortable, safe and secure experience. 
The beautiful and pristine sandy beaches as well as the vast landscaped 
areas stretching all along the Red Sea coast with a magnificent view over the 
city are also intrinsic factors to the success of KAEC's events. Furthermore, 

The musical performance “Watar” at the amphitheater at Juman Park in the Bay La Sun district

the city offers a wide selection of elegant fine-dining restaurants, fast 
food outlets and cafes, in addition to family dedicated areas and children 
playgrounds in a safe and vibrant environment that embodies the true 
meaning of a modern lifestyle. 

The Omar Khairat concert at KAEC was undeniably a memorable night 
that reflected the artist's real worth whether through the beautiful 
setting or the crowd's unrivalled interaction with the music. Everyone 
praised the event's unrivalled success and the organizers' extreme 
attention to details. During the concert, musicians and attendees alike 
enjoyed an outdoor gala dinner on Juman Park's lawn in a glamorous 
and exclusive ambiance that can only be found in KAEC. 

Diwaniah Musical Performance

Zay El Hawa



Side of Safar Art Exhibition
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The “Safar” Exhibition 
Jeddah Arts 21,39

In line with its sustainable social development 
strategy, King Abdullah Economic City (KAEC) 
never misses an opportunity to support young 
talents. To do so, the city is continuously hosting 
activities and programs of all sorts, including key 
annual events such as the «Safar» exhibition. 
Organized by the Saudi Art Council under the 4th 
edition of Jeddah Arts 21-39, «Safar» welcomed 
visitors for a period of 3 months and featured 
more than 50 cultural and artistic activities that 
were spread across different locations. KAEC was 
chosen to host the third exhibition entitled «The 
Future of the Kingdom» in alignment with the 
city’s vision and role, while the first and second 
exhibitions represented the Kingdom›s past and 
present respectively and were held at two other 
venues. 

As such, The Mohammed Bin Salman College 
for Business and Entrepreneurship (MBSC) at 
KAEC witnessed a mind-blowing cultural and 
artistic phenomenon, especially put together for 
a period of 3 months. The exhibition welcomed 
visitors Thursdays to Saturdays starting the 
4th of February 2017 and until the end of May.
Guests were able to view a handpicked selection 

of audiovisual works by world-famous artists 
that were showcased to the public for the very 
first time in the Middle East. Combining KAEC’s 
innovative lifestyle with urban societies, each 
work embodies the «safar» (travel) concept from 
a unique perspective including personal journeys 
and time periods. Special visits for interested 
schools, art groups and companies were also 
organized by KAEC enabling attendees to explore 
the exhibition. 

Jeddah Arts 21-39 draws its name from Jeddah’s 
geographic coordinates (21.5433° N, 39.1728°E). 
The «Safar Al Madinah» series of exhibitions 
thus becomes an iconic stage embracing local 
art talents, in addition to consolidating the local 
community’s interaction with the Kingdom›s 
cultural and artistic scene. These exhibitions 
also provide Saudi artists with a comprehensive 
platform to interact with the local public and the 
international art community. The event stands 
as the fruit of a successful partnership between 
KAEC and the Saudi Art Council, aiming at 
supporting local creativity in Jeddah, and national 
talents across the Kingdom.  

The exhibition exceeded all expectations in terms 
of feedback and attendance, with art aficionados 
rushing in from inside and outside the Kingdom. 
At the exhibition’s inauguration ceremony, Mr. 
Fahd Bin Abdul Mohsen Al-Rasheed, Managing 
Director and Group CEO of KAEC, welcomed high-
profile guests including Her Excellency Shaikha 
Mai Bint Mohammed Al Khalifa, the President of 
the Bahrain Authority for Culture & Antiquities. 
Other VIP guests featured a high-ranking French 
delegation including Mr. Jean de Loisy, President 
of «Palais de Tokyo» for Modern Arts, and Mrs. 
Bénédicte Alliot, General Manager of «Cité 
Internationale des Arts à Paris». Also attending the 
inauguration were VIPs and local and international 
art connoisseurs and aficionados in the presence 
of this year›s curators Mr. Sam Bardaouil and Mr. 
Till Fellrath as well as the members of the Saudi 
Art Council headed by H.R.H. Princess Jawaher 
Bint Majid Bin Abdulaziz. 

Side of Safar Art Exhibition

An iconic stage embracing
local art talents

We, at KAEC,
strive to become a 

sustainable host for all 
sorts of artistic, cultural 

and social activities
and events.

-Mr. Fahd Al-Rasheed
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From his end, Mr. Fahd Al-Rasheed, Managing Director and Group 
CEO of KAEC expressed how proud he was to be collaborating with 
the Saudi Art Council on hosting the exhibition “Safar Al Madinah” 
within the Jeddah Arts 21-39 event. He underlined that this initiative 
has become a reference in supporting local art talents and fostering 
interaction between the local community and the Kingdom’s cultural 
and artistic scene.
During the inauguration, Al-Rasheed said: “We, at KAEC, strive to 
become a sustainable host for all sorts of artistic, cultural and social 
activities and events. We also continuously invest efforts towards 
supporting Saudi talents, whether males or females, by attracting 
international experts. This event is undoubtedly an invaluable 
addition to our track record which already boasts many prestigious 
arts and cultural events that we’ve previously hosted or plan to host 
here at KAEC in the future, God’s will”. 
As for the exhibition’s curators Mr. Sam Bardaouil and Mr. Till 
Fellrath, they stated that “Safar does not only refer to moving from 
one place to another; it is an exploration journey where one would 
discover new things and get to know new people. This exhibition and 
its corresponding activities constitute a unique educational platform 
for the national and international artistic communities to exchange 
knowledge and expertise, discover talents, as well as interact and 
communicate.”

“Safar Al Madinah”»



“Souq Juman”

Stage performance in the open air at the amphitheater at Juman park in the Bay LaSun district 

A New kind of fun at Juman Park
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On the 27th and the 28th of January 2017, KAEC 
held the first edition of "Souq Juman" which 
brought an exceptional vibrant ambiance to the 
city. Both residents and visitors of KAEC visited 
Juman Park in the Bay La Sun district and 
enjoyed various fun-packed activities, games, 
entertainment shows and more for the young 
and old. 

Today, KAEC has become the region's rising 
tourism destination and the number one choice 
for families seeking modern-day fun. The city 
offers a delightful selection of restaurants, cafes, 
green areas, walking, running and biking trails, 
and family areas. It also provides a wide array of 
exciting and safe games for children, visual and 
theatrical shows, interactive competitions for all 
ages, and various on-ground facilities such as 
a mini golf court, an open amphitheatre, and a 
splash pad zone for kids. 
This year, Souq Juman featured a special corner 
for artifacts and handicrafts with local artisanal 
products, as well as a food market with 
appetizing choices by food stalls and trucks. 
Everyone enjoyed the festive ambiance and a 
mesmerizing view over the marina.  

Picture 1:  Bazar Souq Juman
Picture 2: Participant at the art section in Souq Juman
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“Autocross Jeddah” at KAEC 

KAEC hosted the exciting "Autocross Jeddah" event on the 21st and the 22nd 
of October 2016.
The first day featured an impressive line-up of luxury sports cars such 
as Jaguar, Ferrari, Lamborghini and Porsche, while the second day was 
accessible for all car brands and racers. In addition to the races, the event 
schedule included various social and family activities around the track and 
along the beach.
Participants also got to enjoy a vintage car show displaying a rare collection 
of classic models from different time periods. The exhibition offered a great 
opportunity for car fans and connoisseurs to meet the owners and explore 
the cars' technical specifications while witnessing the historic evolution of 
the world's most famous auto brands. Renowned MBC media figure and 
car specialist Sultan Hamdi commented the highlights of the two-day event, 
which included the distribution of prestigious awards to the best cars on 
display. 

The first day featured an impressive line-up 
of luxury sports cars such as Jaguar, Ferrari, 
Lamborghini and Porsche

Actionha 

The famed Actionha Festival took over KAEC on the 9th of December 2016 
with thrilling karting races, exciting sports challenges and an exquisite 
show of modified cars for automobile aficionados. The event also featured 
various entertainment, art and comedy shows creating a unique atmosphere. 
Sponsored by MBC media group and supported by the Entertainment 
Committee, Actionha attracted a large crowd of KAEC visitors and residents 
who enjoyed the facilities and services as well as the lively, modern and social 
ambiance.

The Bay La Sun district bustles with various entertaining activities all year long. 
It has gradually become the number one destination for families looking to 
spend fun and memorable times whether during the Bay La Sun Weekends, 
occasionally held on weekends, or during the Bay La Sun Eid Festival, which 
runs every year during the Fitr and Adha breaks. 
The Bay La Sun events feature social and entertainment activities that cater to 
the needs of family members of all ages. They provide exclusive access to a 
wide array of facilities and services including a fulfilling selection of cafes, fast-
food outlets and fine-dining restaurants along the beach. The events also offer 
a lively, memorable and enriching experience for everyone, especially for kids, 
who get to enjoy many fun games like Karting, Mini Golf, Tele Match games, 
Giant Dart, Gladiator, wall climbing, water games and much more in a safe 
environment. Moreover, the Bay La Sun events include traditional music and 
dance shows in addition to theatrical performances, movie screenings, sports 
challenges and exciting competitions for the young and old. 
These events are held at Juman Park, which offers vast green areas 
overlooking the Marina, in addition to walking, running and cycling trails. They 
also stretch over the bridge leading to the restaurants and cafes area on the 
beach and beyond to the Juman Race Track. 
Over time, the Bay La Sun district events have become a big hit, attracting an 
ever-growing number of visitors that exceeded 300,000 people overall since the 
launch of the activities. 

Eid Festival activities at the Bay LaSun Events

The Bay La Sun Events
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KAEC’s Culture of
Health & Quest to
Raise Awareness
Breast Cancer Awareness 
Week

Raising Awareness About 
Diabetes

KAEC dedicated a whole week to raise awareness 
about breast cancer and the importance of early 
diagnosis by hosting a series of lectures by breast 
cancer survivor Noura Zahran and nutrition guru 
Jon Dean, in addition to a weeklong screening for 
both the EEC and community ladies at the FMC 
clinic. Even the community library and teenagers 
got in on the awareness by crafting pink ribbons 
for the public.  The week concluded with our 
annual Ladies Breast Cancer Charity Basketball 
match at the Netzone. The one-week event is 
part of the city’s CSR program and proof of its 
commitment to its annual social mission, which 
fosters a culture of health and wellbeing and aims 
to spread awareness about the importance of early 
diagnosis and prevention means.

In line with its sustainable development strategy 
and its ongoing quest to provide and promote a 
healthy life, KAEC hosted a special awareness 
event about diabetes. The campaign featured 
various activities that highlighted the illness’ 
dangers as well as the importance of focusing on 
prevention by adopting a healthy diet, exercising 
on a regular basis and opting for an early 
diagnosis. The event included several scientific 
lectures, exciting sports competitions and a mobile 
clinic to test KAEC’s visitors and residents for 
diabetes. 
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KSA’s Hannibal Race

KAEC’s Marathon

The “Got Talent” Shows at 
KAEC

On November 8th 2016, KAEC organized the first-ever 
Hannibal Race in the Kingdom. In total, 209 sports 
professionals and amateurs of all ages engaged in a thrilling 
and exciting sports challenge that tested their mental 
and physical abilities to overcome different obstacles. 
Participants had to crawl in the mud, climb towers, and run 
a 6km track course. 
Held in collaboration with the Saudi Sports Group, the 
Hannibal Race attracted a large crowd in a highly interactive 
ambiance bustling with adrenalin-boosting competitions 
from start to finish line.  
The race is part of a CSR program that aims at encouraging 
sports activity while raising awareness about a healthy 
lifestyle. Bringing sports and social life under one roof, the 
Hannibal Race enables family members and friends to share 
fun and lively moments together as well as enjoy a modern 
lifestyle offering access to various facilities, cafes and 
restaurants along the Red Sea beach.

Every year, KAEC organizes exciting marathon activities all 
along the Red Sea beach for sports amateurs of all ages 
with the participation of professional runners from different 
Saudi regions. The annual event includes a 42km Marathon 
and a 22km half-marathon, with the aim of spreading 
awareness about the importance of sports activities and 
the need to adopt a healthy lifestyle among community 
members. KAEC's marathon is attracting a larger audience 
every year with participants of different backgrounds, thus, 
earning a place on the regional map of sports competitions. 

The "Got Talent" shows landed at KAEC for the first time in 
the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia. During 3 consecutive days, 
from the 24th to the 26th of September 2016, spectators 
enjoyed an impressive line-up of shows by famous artists 
who have previously been on the internationally acclaimed 
"Got Talent" program. Sponsored by MBC media group 
and in collaboration with Entertainment Committee, 
the event was a staggering success, offering a uniquely 
festive ambiance that bustled with dazzling solo and group 
performances. 



The Golf Community
Leisure at its Best

Being one of KAEC’s residential neighborhoods, the Golf Community is located 
100km north of central Jeddah and just 25 minutes from the Jeddah airport via 
the Haramain High Speed Rail network. As an exclusive private gated community 
of residential villas and leisure facilities, the Golf Community offers a very private, 
safe and secure setting while making for a perfect home location in a beautiful 
coastal environment. 

The community covers 2.4 million sq.m including lush green areas, recreational 
facilities and 1,582,233 sq.m of residential areas comprised of 185 fully 
customizable Spanish or Arabian style villas ranging from 345 to 700 sq.m, in 
addition to residential plots ranging from 600 to 1,900 sq.m. Putting residential 
sophistication and flexibility aside, the Golf Community residents have much more 
to long for, including a wide range of recreational facilities and majestic views over 
the world-class Royal Greens Golf & Country Club, one of KAEC’s main highlights.

As an ideal city where one can live, play and work, KAEC offers exemplary 
residential communities where families can grow and thrive. 
Among those communities is Al Murooj, the first high-end, low-density 
residential community within KAEC in a prime waterfront location. Al 
Murooj is the city’s most prestigious coastal district and a green retreat for 
the elite on the Red Sea shores, offering an exquisitely elegant lifestyle, 
a new standard of luxury living, and unique access to spectacular sandy 
beaches along the stunning coast. Within the district lay three distinctive 
neighborhoods including The Coast Community, Al Manazel Community, and 
the dream-like Golf Community, which is the “Home We Love” of this issue. 

A Dream-Like Home
in KAEC’s Most Prestigious Coastal Community

The Royal Greens golf course in Al-Murooj district



Everything You Want, Only Better 
As such, the Golf Community offers a truly inspirational lifestyle for its residents. Imagine driving your 
privately owned electric golf cart around, or taking a stroll down the beautiful white, sandy beaches, 
only a couple of minutes away from your home. Imagine having one of the world’s top golf courses and 
clubhouses in your backyard. 
At KAEC’s Golf Community, you will be surrounded by inspiring natural beauty, enjoying a refined and 
elegant living setting, leading an enriching lifestyle, and having access to all the retail, recreational, 
educational, cultural, health and leisure amenities, facilities and activities you need to have a perfectly 
balanced life, where you and your family can grow happier, every day. 

A Home in KAEC’s
most prestigious 

coastal community

Golf training session at Royal Greens

28 Homes you Love

The Golf community covers

2,4 M sq.m

The Ultimate Oasis of Indulgence 
Nestled in the Golf Community and bursting with green lands, lakes, and hills 
with unspoiled views over the Red Sea coast, Royal Greens is a one-of-a-kind, 
premier 18-hole championship golf course and clubhouse spread over 800,000 
SQM of natural landscape. 
Fairly described as the most beautiful Golf course in the Kingdom, Royal 
Greens is destined to become an entertainment landmark in Saudi Arabia and 
the region’s finest sports and leisure destination offering a family-friendly and 
healthy lifestyle to Saudis in general, and to KAEC's Golf Community residents 
in specific, among other coastal communities' residents in the city.
Royal Greens features stylish Mediterranean exteriors with opulent interiors, 
and enables members to enjoy an indulging sports and wellbeing experience 
whether through the state-of-the-art golf course or the exclusive clubhouse 
facilities including a private multi-functional VIP area with various luxury 
amenities; a golf academy; a premium health club and spa; fine dining outlets; 
a men's grooming parlor; a kids' centre; and a Pro Shop selling premium golf 
clothing and clubs' brands.

A Lifestyle You Aspire To
The Royal Greens Golf & Country Club functions as a true oasis of indulgence in 
the heart of the Golf Community. Community residents have direct access from 
their homes to the course and clubhouse, where they can enjoy the pedestrians 
paths and nature›s stunning sceneries, noting that the Royal Greens is connect-
ed to the Golf Community and beyond by golf cart paths, public transport and an 
interconnecting road network of closely spaced streets that encourage greater 
walking, cycling and non-car travel.

In addition to their proximity to Royal Greens and the pristine sandy 
beaches, Golf Community residents are a short distance away from 
Al Murooj town center where they can find a Panda Supermarket and 
a Polyclinic, as well as the World Academy school and other prime 
shopping, cultural, and recreational attractions including the Esmeralda 
Sports & Leisure Club which provides a wide choice of health, sports and 
fitness services and activities for all ages and family members. 

The progress of villas’ construction at Al-Murooj district overlooking the golf course

29 Homes you Love
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HRH Prince of Makkah Inaugurates & Announces 10 touristic projects at 
KAEC and officially launches the 3rd edition of “Tomouh Program“ aimed at 
training 1,000 young men and women

His Royal Highness Prince Khalid Al Faisal, Advisor to the 
Custodian of the Two Holy Mosques, and Governor of the 
Makkah Region, inaugurated the 3rd edition of “Tomouh 
Program” for 2017, an initiative launched by King 
Abdullah Economic City (KAEC) aiming to train 1,000 
young males and females on entering the job market. 
Several months earlier, HRH had assisted to the 
graduation ceremony of an equal number of program 
participants from the Rabigh Province. KAEC’s efforts 
towards supporting the youth were duly rewarded when 
25 privately-owned companies operating from KAEC 
decided to organize a special Career Fair targeting 
“Tomouh” graduates. During the fair, the companies 
announced many vacancies and offered the young 
trained candidates appropriate job opportunities. In 
addition to securing them employment, “Tomouh 
Program” helped many participants focus on their future 
plans and push their ambitions further whereby some 
graduates decided to continue their higher education as a 
next step. During His Royal Highness’s visit to KAEC, he 
made an official statement to the press, saying: “I thank 
God Almighty for being here today in (King Abdullah 

Economic City) yet another first-world location in the 
Kingdom of Saudi Arabia.” He added: “KSA no longer 
dreams of becoming a first-world country because we 
already made it happen. Today, we harvest the seeds 
of decades of sound planning. We have succeeded in 
our mission by launching one innovative project after 
another, and inaugurating one new location after another, 
guided by the wise leadership and visionary strategy 
of the Kingdom’s founding fathers. Our rulers have 
brought a sustainable sense of security and stability to 
the Kingdom’s citizens, and against all odds, they eyed 
success based on Islamic principles and values. Not once 
did they give up their faith to achieve their objectives, 
despite doubtful and fierce campaigns that attacked 
for so long their Islamic approach to progress which 
they had adopted ever since late HRH King Abdul Aziz 
Al-Saud - God have mercy on his Soul - founded the 
Kingdom. Our rulers have held strong to their faith on 
their way to success, defying non-religious systems and 
regimes and proving to the entire world that Islam offers 
a progressive model for success that can be applied 
anytime and anywhere.” - HRH Prince Khalid Al-Faisal

I thank God 
Almighty for 
being here today 
in King Abdullah 
Economic City 
yet another first 
world location in 
the Kingdom of 
Saudi Arabia.
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Juman Park
 The Park occupies 50,000 sqm of land. Its innovative design features pedestri-
an, jogging, and cycling trails, in addition to vast landscaped areas and multiple 
recreational facilities such as an amphitheater, a mini-golf course and a water 
splash pad for kids. 

The Yacht Club & Berth
 The berth features piers with a total capacity of 112 yachts. The Club on the 
other hand offers many water activities such as diving and water sports in ad-
dition to environmental-friendly sports› fishing, which is a new fishing concept 
that›s brought to life in collaboration with CIPS
(Confédération Internationale de la Pêche Sportive).

The Bay La Sun Club
 This recreational club offers a fun selection of high-end facilities including 
bowling alleys and simulation games for sports such as «car, golf and fishing 
races», in addition to several halls and rooms that are ideal for hosting meet-
ings, workshops and seminars. 

KAEC strives to become the ultimate recreation destination on the Red 
Sea, which contributes to the growth of the tourism and entertainment 
sector in the Kingdom and positively affects the country's social and 
economic growth as well. The rise of the Saudi tourism sector will provide 
countless job opportunities for Saudi nationals, both males and females, 
including the graduates of the training program "Tomouh". During his 
visit, His Royal Highness Prince Khalid Al-Faisal also inaugurated 3 major 
projects that will boost the Kingdom's tourism sector, namely:   

On the occasion of his Royal Highness's visit to KAEC, the city's management 
held a special reception during which 3 major tourism and entertainment proj-
ects were inaugurated. The city announced seven other projects in the pipeline 
in collaboration with several partners to be inaugurated - if God's will - during 
the year 2017, namely: a Culinary Art Academy, the Juman Carnival, a Floating 
Water Park, the Beach Hotel Apartments, Luxury Desert Camps, a Hot Air 
Balloon and an Exhibitions & Conventions Center. 

Mr. Fahd bin AbdulMohsen Al-Rasheed, Managing Director and Group CEO of 
KAEC signed a memorandum of understanding with His Excellency Mr. Badr 
Al-Asaker, Secretary General of the Mohammad bin Salman Foundation (MISK)  
pertaining to the inauguration of a Culinary Art Academy by Q4 of 2017, if God’s 
will. The facility will be the first of its kind in the Kingdom and will offer interna-
tionally accredited training courses to cooking aficionados and young men and 
women aiming to enter the local Hospitality & Restaurants’ market. Through 
this innovative vocational and educational initiative, both KAEC and MiSK aim to 
support talented Saudis by offering them scholarships to pursue their passion 
at the Academy. 

HRH Prince Khalid Al Faisal inaugurated 3 major tourism projects

The ultimate 
recreation

destination
on the

Red Sea
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Former German President participates in MBSC Connect speaker series at 
Prince Mohammed bin Salman College for Business and Entrepreneurship

Incubating SMEs 
provides an 

opportunity to 
establish long lasting 
strategic partnerships 
to the benefit of Saudi

Arabia & Europe

Addressing an audience of business decision-mak-
ers at the Prince Mohammed bin Salman College 
of Business and Entrepreneurship (MBSC) at King 
Abdullah Economic City (KAEC), His Excellency 
Christian Wulff, the former Federal President of 
Germany, said that incubating small and me-
dium-sized enterprises provides an engine for 
growth and an opportunity to establish long-lasting 
strategic partnerships to the benefit of Saudi Arabia 
and Europe.
Mr. Wulff was speaking on the topic of Saudi-Ger-
man Relations and Economic Reflections from the 
World Economic Forum in Davos as part of the 
MBSC Connect speaker series. MBSC Connect is 
an innovative program that brings together local 
and international thought leaders, practitioners 
and experts to discuss the global context of today’s 
business environment.
Mr. Wulff noted that political, economic and cultural 
relationships between Saudi Arabia and Ger-
many are well established, and that Vision 2030 
provided many opportunities for enhanced trade 
between the two countries. Mr. Wulff also said that 
KAEC and MBSC have a role to play in furthering 

Saudi-German relations, specifically highlighting 
MBSC’s commitment to supporting and embracing 
medium-sized companies, which are an essential 
engine for growth, job creation and innovation. He 
noted that these companies currently form the 
backbone of the German economy. SMEs make up 
more than 99 percent of German firms and account 
for 68% of Germany›s exports.
In his introductory comments, Mr. Fahd Al Rasheed, 
Vice-Chair of the Board of Trustees for MBSC, and 
Group CEO and Managing Director of KAEC, said 
that at a time when isolationist and protectionist 
policies may lead to a reduction in the volume of 
global trade exchange, Saudi Arabia is pursuing 
the expansion of Vision 2030 and taking steps to 
increase of the Kingdom’s bilateral trade with the 
Red Sea market and the world.

Mr. Fahd Al-Rasheed, His Excellency Christian Wulf

-His Excellency Christian Wulf
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King Abdullah Economic City (KAEC), the world’s largest privately-funded new 
city, has announced it signed contracts worth SAR1.6 billion in 2016. 
In 2016 KAEC signed contracts with developers and service providers covering 
the full range of the city’s operations. Approximately 30 percent of the total vol-
ume of contracts were for developments in the Industrial Valley and another 40 
percent were for residential developments. 88 percent of contracts were signed 
with Saudi-based firms. The announced contracts do not include contracts and 
agreements with companies that have investments in KAEC. 
“KAEC is continuing to grow and our development plan remains firmly on track,” 
said Fahd Al-Rasheed, Group CEO and Managing Director of KAEC. “Our status 
as a privately-funded development has been an important factor in our perfor-
mance and our strong cash position has allowed us to continue to invest steadily 
across our activities toward achieving KAEC sustainable development”. 
“The value of projects under implementation in KAEC is worth more than SAR6 
billion and that does not include the implementation of contracts in the King 
Abdullah Port and Industrial and commercial companies’ investments in the 
city.” Al Rasheed added. 

KAEC has registered more than 2,700 vendors to work on the development 
of city since 2007 and most of the vendors are national companies and 
organizations.

KING ABDULLAH ECONOMIC CITY SIGNED MORE THAN SAR 1.6 BILLION IN NEW
CONTRACTS IN 2016

THE VALUE OF PROJECTS
UNDERDEVELOPMENT REACHED

SAR 6+
Billion
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KING ABDULLAH ECONOMIC CITY SIGNS SAR48.6 MILLION CONTRACT WITH IHCC TO 
COMPLETE THIRD PHASE OF THE WORLD ACADEMY

King  Abdullah Economic City (KAEC) has signed a SAR48.6million contract with 
IHCC to complete the third phase of The World Academy (TWA), the city’s inter-
nationally accredited school.The new facilities will propel TWA to the forefront of 
education in Saudi Arabia. 

“The World Academy is a standout educational facility that places KAEC at the 
center of human capital development for Vision 2030,” said Mr. Fahd Al-Rasheed, 
Group CEO and Managing Director of KAEC. “The school is an essential pillar of 
the community, providing children with a first-class education and parents with a 
unique level of involvement and participation in student life.”  

The new extensions will add additional innovative facilities & classrooms to 
increase the student capacity of the school to accommodate 2000 students by 
September 2017. Currently the number of students is 533. The current number of 
classrooms is 31 plus three labs for chemistry, biology, and design and technol-
ogy.

The new development will provide a wide array of innovative facilities to equip 
students with essential life skills for the future, including an Entrepreneurship 
Center,a college for grades 9-12 and a robotics lab for the school’s design and 
technology center. 

Also there will be amphitheaters for large group events, marketplaces providing 
classrooms with a communal meeting place and a forum to exchange ideas and 
experiences, dedicated facilities to enhance cultural awareness, and an achieve-
ment center to help students prepare for key examinations and aptitude tests 
such as SATs. An important feature is the widespread use of natural light which 
has been shown to enhance productivity and learning.

Mr. Sultan Batterjee, CEO IHCC said: " IHCC has always  been a believer and a 
partner in KAEC, it's purpose, vision and strategy. Innovative projects like TWA 
school are the birth of an inspired new generation".

The new extensions 
will add innovation 

facilities & 
classrooms to increase 
the student capacity 
of the school from 750 

to 2,000 students

The World Academy students in the Design & Technology
Center
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the Small and Medium Enterprises Authority, King Abdullah Economic City and 
the Economic Cities Authority Offer Exclusive Privileges for Entrepreneurs

Under the patronage of H.E. the Minister of Commerce and Investment and the 
Chairman of the Small and Medium Enterprises Authority (SMEA) Dr. Majid 
Bin Abdullah Al Qasabi, SMEA signed today in Riyadh a strategic partnership 
agreement with King Abdullah Economic City (KAEC) and the Economic Cities 
Authority (ECA). The agreement grants exclusive privileges to entrepreneurs 
such as exempting them from paying office rental fees in the B Views office 
complex for 5 years, as well as granting the companies’ employees miscella-
neous residential incentives to enable young Saudis and KAEC employees to 
own residential units in the city. 

On this occasion, H.E. the Minister of Commerce and Investment and SMEA’s 
Chairman Dr. Majid Bin Abdullah Al Qasabi, said: “Through this agreement, 
SMEA will strive to overcome all the difficulties and challenges that small and 
medium enterprises face in order to enable them to smoothly and easily follow 
through with their projects and carry on with their day-to-day business. These 
enterprises play a major role in the Kingdom’s economic growth and we aim to 
enhance their contribution to KSA’s GDP.” 

From his end, SMEA’s Governor Dr. Ghassan Bin Ahmad Al-Sulaiman under-
lined that “this agreement perfectly embodies the Authority’s strategy which 
aims at endorsing and empowering the SME sector and enabling it to play an 
active role in the country’s economic growth and development. The agree-
ment also comes to reassert SMEA’s mission to develop and support SMEs 
through leading collaborations with strategic partners in the public, private and 
non-profit sectors, whether locally or internationally.”

Moreover, KAEC’s Managing Director & Group CEO Mr. Fahd Al-Rasheed 
confirmed that “as stipulated in the agreement, KAEC will be offering exclusive 
privileges to entrepreneurs such as exempting them from paying office rental 

fees in the B Views office complex for 5 years, as well as ensuring proper 
transportation for the companies’ employees and respective families by collab-
orating with SMEs specializing in the transportation business.” 

Privileges also include free education for employees’ children at the World 
Academy for two years (covering two kids maximum by employee). To ease up 
the process, KAEC has set up an email address (CRP@kaec.net) for interested 
entrepreneurs and employees who would like to further inquire about the 
procedures or know more details about the privileges and benefits. 

For his part, Mr. Muhannad Bin Abdul Mohsen Hilal, Secretary General of the 
Economic Cities Authority (ECA) highlighted ECA’s interest in SMEs, underlining 
their role in the country’s economic growth. He said: “In line with KSA’s 2030 
Vision, we strive to empower the SME sector and help small and medium 
enterprises fulfill their role in the development of the nation’s economy by 
providing them with the proper governmental support, working on eliminating 
any obstacle they might face, and directly coordinating with our partners SMEA 
and KAEC.” 

Mr. Hilal pointed out that “ECA will work on facilitating and speeding up the 
issuance of necessary permits for SMEs so that they can launch their busi-
nesses the soonest. We will fully collaborate with our partners SMEA and 
KAEC as well as KAEC’s investors to prepare a list of investment opportunities 
generated from the city’s services and industrial projects and investments. 
Once the list is complete, we will share it with the SMEs to help them fuel their 
sustainable growth. Additionally, we will continuously work on eliminating the 
SMEs’ obstacles and facilitating their paperwork to fully honor our long-term 
partnership with them.”

KING ABDULLAH ECONOMIC CITY’S INDUSTRIAL VALLEY ADDS PETROMIN TO PORTFOLIO 
OF INVESTORS
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King Abdullah Economic City (KAEC) has succeeded 
in adding Petromin to the growing list of investors in 
the Industrial Valley. According to the deal signed by 
the two sides just before the start of the New Year 
the Saudi lubricants giant will lease 193,917 square 
meters of land to build a logistics service center for 
Nissan vehicles.
Petromin is one of the Kingdom’s leading producers 
of automotive lubricants and automotive service 
providers. The company is active in five major 
sectors: the mass production and retail sales of 
automotive and industrial lubricants; Petromin Ex-
press, the company’s quick automotive service arm; 
automotive maintenance and repair; retail sales 
of automotive fuels through the company’s gas 
stations; and automotive retail - the company is the 
official Nissan Motors dealer in Saudi Arabia.
Samir Nawar, Chief Executive Officer of Petromin, 
underlined the importance of the two sides working 
together as a team and building robust relations that 
bode well for the performance and investments of 
both. He said. “There are so many favorable aspects 
that make the Industrial Valley the perfect place for 
us to expand our investments, including the city’s 
strategic location, the commencement of operations 
at the hugely capable King Abdullah Port, and the 
sheer ease of doing business thanks to the record 
time in obtaining the necessary permits and licens-
ing from the Economic Cities Authority.”
With more than 600 service centers throughout 

the Kingdom, Petromin Express is the Kingdom’s 
biggest provider of quick automotive services. The 
company is the world’s eighth biggest automotive 
service network.
Petromin’s operations in the Kingdom date back to 
1968, when it started production of high-quality oils. 
The company now has more than 4,000 employees, 
and exports its products to over 35 countries in the 
Middle East, North Africa, and Asia, including all of 
the five other Gulf Cooperation Council member 
states.
Expressing his happiness with the new partnership, 
Rayan Qutub, CEO of the Industrial Valley, said that 
the deal reflects the growing demand for space in 
the Industrial Valley from major national corpora-
tions and adds significant value to the automotive 
sector.

“The automotive sector, which includes vehicle 
dealers, distributors, spare parts suppliers, 
commercial vehicle assembly corporations and 
lubricants manufacturers, is a runaway success 
in the Industrial Valley,” he said. “It is a natural 
outcome that the Industrial Valley is developing 
as the primary base of operations for this sector, 
thanks to the Industrial Valley’s strategic location 
on the coast of the Red Sea, its logistical access, 
the upcoming re-export zone, and the opening of 
the roll-on/roll-off pier at King Abdullah Port.”

It is a natural outcome that 
the Industrial Valley is 

developing as the primary 
base of operations for 
this sector, thanks to 
the Industrial Valley’s 

strategic location on the 
coast of the Red Sea, its 

logistical access

-Mr. Rayan Qutub, CEO of the Industrial Valley
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Our growth depends on having an efficient supply 
chain to ensure we can provide our customers with 
new products in a timely way and we are confident 
that our investment in the King Abdullah Economic City 
will support our goals

- Mr. Mohammed Alshaya, Executive Chairman of M.H. Alshaya Co

ALSHAYA ESTABLISHES A NEW LOGISTICS HUB AT THE INDUSTRIAL VALLEY IN KING 
ABDULLA ECONOMIC CITY

seeking to establish or expand their presence in Saudi Arabia and the wider 
GCC region.” said Rayan Qutub, CEO of the Industrial Valley at KAEC. “We look 
forward to demonstrating how our strategic location and our extensive trade 
and logistics infrastructure will support the company’s expanding operations 
and its continuing success.”

King Abdullah Economic City (KAEC), the largest privately funded new city 
development in the world, has signed a contract with Alshaya International 
Trading Co., a leading international retail franchise business, to lease 91,000 
square metres of land located in the third phase of the Industrial Valley.

Alshaya offers consumers a wide portfolio of more than 40 retail brands 
including Starbucks, H&M, Mothercare, Debenhams, and Victoria’s Secret, 
with over 800 stores across the country.   The new lease will support Alsha-
ya’s ongoing expansion plans in KSA by providing the location for a new west 
coast logistics hub.  The Industrial Valley enjoys a direct connection to the King 
Abdullah Port, which is strategically located on the Red Sea, one of the region’s 
most important maritime channels for international cargo transport.  It is also 
supported with well-planned infrastructure, allowing Alshaya to expand its 
logistics expansion at pace. 
 
On the occasion of the contract signing, Mr Mohammed Alshaya, Executive 
Chairman of M.H. Alshaya Co. said: “Our growth depends on having an efficient 
supply chain to ensure we can provide our customers with new products in 
a timely way and we are confident that our investment in the King Abdullah 
Economic City will support our goals.”
 
“KAEC is delighted to welcome Alshaya to the growing community of leading 
businesses from the region that see the city as a premium destination for cap-
ital investment,” said Mr. Fahd Al-Rasheed, Group CEO and Managing Director 
of KAEC.
“The decision by Alshaya to commence operations in the Industrial Valley 
further cements our reputation as the first choice for leading companies 
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The Prince Mohammed Bin Salman College for Business and Entrepreneur-
ship (MBSC) at King Abdullah Economic City (KAEC) Launches its MBA Program

The Mohammed Bin Salman College for Business and Entrepreneurship 
(MBSC) at King Abdullah Economic City (KAEC) has recently celebrated the 
launch of its MBA program for the college’s first academic year 2017/2018. 
Heading the attendance were Mr. Fahd Bin Abdul Mohsen Al-Rasheed, Man-
aging director and Group CEO of KAEC, and Dr. Kerry Healey, the President of 
Babson College, in addition to members of the Board of Trustees and new-
ly-joined students who have enrolled the program. 

In his welcome speech, Mr. Fahd Al-Rasheed expressed his happiness to 
witness the launch of MBSC’s MBA program. Al-Rasheed underlined that the 
college is the first educational institution to offer a Master’s degree program in 
Business and Entrepreneurship in the Kingdom; it also provides students with 
an academic approach that reflects the best industry standards adopted by the 
world’s most prestigious higher education institutions, based on the principles 
of respect of opinion diversity, professionalism, integrity, and ongoing commit-
ment to excellence. 
Al-Rasheed added: “The establishment of MBSC is a vital and crucial step 
towards providing and nurturing an environment that fosters and embraces 
entrepreneurship in the Kingdom, bearing in mind that entrepreneurship is 
a key element of Vision 2030. We look forward to witnessing the college’s 
efficient and active contributions to national development, especially with us 
supplying the Saudi job market with ambitious talents who will lead the country 
on the road of progress and prosperity and contribute to the rise of a generation 
of empowered leaders who are capable of using the country’s current economic 
situation to their advantage to become the businessmen and women of the 
future, God willing”.
The MBA program launching was a great introduction to the college’s Guidance 
and Orientation Week, held from September 11th to 14th, 2017, thus preced-
ing the academic year’s actual kick-off. Addressing newly-enrolled students, 
the Week featured many motivational, orientation and awareness events in 
addition to a variety of intellectually-stimulating programs and entertainment 
activities. The event’s objectives were many, including to properly introduce 
male and female students to their college, academic course, faculty, and other 
students whom have joined from the Kingdom and abroad to exchange ideas 

and experiences. Moreover, the Guidance and Orientation Week was a good 
opportunity for students to get to know KAEC, which will be their home during 
their study period, especially those who have joined the program as full-timers. 
Several prominent Saudi figures such as Dr. Lama Al Sulaiman, Mrs. Lama 
Ghazzaoui, and Mr. Hatan Saati also attended the event at the invitation of the 
college to come and share their inspirational success stories, life experiences, 
and accomplishments with the students, as well as motivate them and show 
them how anyone can achieve success.
From her end, Dr. Kerry Healey, the President of Babson College, expressed her 
joy to see the MBA program come to life, assuring that MBSC is actively ele-
vating the Kingdom’s higher education indicator to a world level, while offering 
the country’s youth an excellent alternative to travelling in pursuit of education, 
and attracting non-locals from different neighboring countries who seek to 
complete their higher education. 
Healy clarified that the internationally-renowned Babson College has made 
sure to offer its complete support to ensure the success of MBSC, stressing 
that the college adopts Babson’s unique approach to teaching business and 
entrepreneurship. Moreover, Healy confirmed that all possible efforts have 
been invested to secure the college’s compliance with the highest international 
standards of quality including those of the National Commission for Academic 
Accreditation and Assessment in KSA and other international accreditation or-
ganizations such as the New England Association of Schools and Colleges, and 
the Chartered Association of Business Schools in UK. Finally, Healey hoped that 
MBSC students, both male and female, would get the practical and academic 
experience that could help them further shape their personality and enhance 
their capabilities to trigger the advancement of the world we live in.  
The newly-founded Mohammed Bin Salman College for Business and 
Entrepreneurship (MBSC) supports the vision of HRH Prince Mohammed Bin 
Salman, Crown Prince of Saudi Arabia, First Deputy Prime Minister of Saudi 
Arabia, and Minister of Defense - May God Protect Him - as it helps prepare 
Saudi talents academically and empowers them on a more practical level to 
successfully establish their own businesses, whether independently or through 
specialized business incubators, with the support of diverse funding programs 
and in collaboration with Saudi financial institutions.
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1- The Mohammed Bin Salman College for Business and 
Entrepreneurship (MBSC) recently opened its doors. 
How do you locate it on the local and regional educational 
maps?

MBSC is proud to announce the launch of its degree programs in 
September of 2017, but the college, its location, its curriculum, its 
philosophy and pedagogy have been undergoing planning con-
tinuously for at least the past five years.  So MBSC is perhaps the 
most intentional of higher education institutions in the country.  

Our patronage and stakeholders are a testament to the relevance 
of this institution in today’s efforts towards Vision 2030 nationally, 
and for Saudi Arabia as a G20 country undergoing transformative 
change, globally.  Our emphasis on entrepreneurship and the 
importance of an entrepreneurial mindset in every sector and 
industry is exactly what the NTP and Vision 2030 are seeking, and 
we are excited about graduating those leaders who will be at the 
forefront of contributions to this transformation.

We are poised to be the best MBA program and school of Busi-
ness and Entrepreneurship in the region, and amongst the best in 
the world.  

Our faculty profiles, staff and faculty professional experiences, the 
very dynamic and comprehensive partnership with Babson Global 
(a wholly owned subsidiary of Babson College and led by the 
former Provost of Babson College), as well its location in KAEC 
- a new, dynamic, vibrant city that is intent on becoming a hub of 
entrepreneurial activity – are all factors already contributing to our 
success.

Interview with D.Phil Asma Siddiki
Vice-Dean of Student Affairs

After more than twenty years in the regional education and higher 
education sectors, D.Phil Asma Siddiki recently joined the newly 
established Mohammed Bin Salman College for Business and 
Entrepreneurship (MBSC) in the capacity of Dean of Students Affairs, 
Outreach and Enrollment. Over the course of her career, Siddiki 
developed an extensive experience working in leadership positions 
with educational start-ups on developing their student services, 
institutional effectiveness, curriculum, organizational structure, and 
global institutional partnerships. In 2014, she was recognized for her 
professional achievements and contributions to society by The World 
Economic Forum, as a Young Global Leader.

In this one-on-one interview, we learn from her all there is to know 
about MBSC, its programs, students' life, and competitive edge locally 
and regionally.

Students during a meeting in Prince Mohammad Bin Salman College

3- What about the curriculum and specializations offered by the College to cater to the needs of the 
regional Entrepreneurship Market?

2- The College is located at the heart of KAEC. Why KAEC exactly? What is the College's current and 
future capacity?

or solve a corporate challenge, an environmental 
challenge plaguing the community, or the public 
sector, or even a social concern, in groups. 
Students apply what they learn in other classes, 
aided and facilitated by the faculty and staff, and 
earn success or the satisfaction of lessons learned!  
It is a fantastic opportunity for living the entrepre-
neurial thinking that we want to instill amongst all.

We hope to be relevant to our students’ growth, and 
in the future, to our alumni’s needs as well.  They 
will be crucial for us in widening our networks, 
and working with our future students – and we will 
always be there for our alumni as a permanent hub 
for life-long learning.

It doesn’t hurt that the city is also idyllic and serene 
beyond words.

To answer your other question – MBSC is about 
quality and not quantity.  Whilst our current capacity 
is 100 students, we are launching the degree 
programs carefully, and selecting only the very best 
candidates with only the most promising potential 
for academic success, yes, but more importantly, 
for leadership potential and potential for success 
in either entrepreneurship or contributions to the 
corporate, non-profit, or public sectors.  
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KAEC is a city that excites pioneers, forward 
thinkers, people who see potential in the abstract 
and can confidently face the unknown.   It is already 
business destination.  It is simultaneously a city 
for families – those interested in healthy, active 
lifestyles.  It is the only, and most ideal, city that 
can provide students an immersive campus, 
college-town experience where students can feel 
safe as well as engaged.  From conferences, to the 
active involvement of the SME Authority, to access 
to an untapped market of residents from Rabigh in 
the North, to Medinah in the West and all the way 
to Makkah in the South, the potential is immense – 
and especially when the Haramain railway project 
is completed.  

The graduates of MBSC and future entrepreneurs 
have an unusual advantage in becoming part of the 
narrative as the future of the city unfolds.

This is a city that was, as the CEO often says, cre-
ated for just the time when diversification and shift 
from oil dependency becomes critical.  

Young
Global
Leader

Mrs. Siddiki was
recognized by The World 

Economic Forum as a
The curricula, which incidentally have already 
been reviewed very positively by major accrediting 
bodies, are designed to be student centric, applied, 
and comprehensive in the pedagogies applied.  The 
curricula are further enhanced by the student expe-
rience designed to cater to holistic personal growth, 
professional development and a view to positioning 
the student for future success.  

One thing I think is critical about our programs, 
and especially the MBA – our ultimate aim is not 
the awarding of degrees – but the success of our 
graduates, personally and professionally, in em-
ployment or their own ventures.

To that end, we couple our students’ learning with 
networking, public speaking, pitching, seeking 
investments, and in-class, facilitated, project-based 
experiences, especially in our SLE course.  This is a 
unique course that bears the credits of four cours-
es, spans a year, and requires the students to work 
on the establishment of an entrepreneurial venture, 
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6- Dr. Asma Siddiki, you have a long and proven track record that bursts with many noticeable
contributions to the educational sector. What were the major milestones in your career before
joining the Mohammed Bin Salman College?

Thank you for the compliment.  I shifted gear into a career in higher education after having spent a few 
years at the K-12 level, almost 15 years ago at Effat University (then College).  It was a very exciting time 
for private higher education, and higher education for women.  We saw the launch of the first Architecture 
program for women at Effat, as well as the first Engineering program during my time there.   

Working on successfully launching a degree program (from license to launch), and then recruiting students 
from 15 of the 22 Arab League countries – within a record 6 months, for a Master of Public Administration 
(MPA) at the Dubai School of Government (in collaboration with Harvard Kennedy School), now the Mo-
hammed Bin Rashid School of Government, was another exciting and rewarding milestone.

  Of course, subsequently working as a Director at one of the largest  Higher Ed consulting firms of the US, 
but based in Riyadh and Dubai – and continuing as a consultant independently afterwards, was also very 
rewarding because I worked in several of the GCC countries – and worked with several global consulting 
firms and institutions – and gained tremendous insight into the Higher Ed sector across the board.  

In fact, one of my consulting projects was the feasibility study, of this same college I have the privilege of 
being a part of – so it’s exciting to see how things come full circle after almost half a decade!

My most rewarding experiences, however, have been the founding of my own ventures, all linked to edu-
cation and learning.  One notable program we launched and ran for 5 years was a summer school hosted 
at Cambridge and Oxford Universities, the latter being where I received my master’s and doctoral degrees.  
The satisfaction of seeing your own project run successfully (we had 100% ‘Excellent’ rating from all stu-
dents and parents surveyed) - is priceless.  

So you see, there is an entrepreneur in all of us after all!

4- Students think of their present and future. As 
Dean of Students Affairs, what can you tell us 
about students' accommodations, transportation 
and current expenses as well as their future job 
opportunities? 

Our MBA students are professionals who will be 
living in subsidized housing within the existing res-
idential communities in KAEC.  We have an ‘in-res-
idence’ policy that requires the students to live in 
KAEC or within a defined, easy distance of KAEC.  
Students will benefit from all ‘student’-related con-
veniences offered at any global residential student 
campus.  Learning happens best when one is far 
removed from the hustle-bustle of daily concerns 
and when those daily concerns are taken care of for 
the student.  Again, KAEC is perfect for that.

As for jobs – our students will be in a position to 
plan for their post graduate life from the first day of 
their orientation.  The career services offered to the 
students will kick-in not a month before graduation, 
but from day one.  We are also in a unique position 
to be able to expect that our students, both Saudis 
and the international students from overseas, will 
also be recruiting each other for their organizations 
and start-ups also! 

5- How does the Mohammed Bin Salman
College for Business and Entrepreneurship 
(MBSC) perceive the future of education and the 
business entrepreneurship environment in KSA?

There is no question that globally, and definitely 
regionally, we need to reassess what we mean by 
‘education’ and how we assess outcomes.  Critical 
thinking and problem solving, especially in the 
face of uncertainty, is now more pertinent than 
ever.  At MBSC we are identifying top talents who 
have the raw makings of potential leaders of the 
future – and we hope to develop them into such 
leaders.  The value of such an education cannot be 
undermined by the disconnect that exists between 
the higher education institutions and the workforce 
and industry.  We aim to both address that, and 
develop job creators of the future – a definite and 
key outcome and aspiration of Vision 2030 and the 
entrepreneurship ecosystem that will sustain future 
entrepreneurs.

Fire Fighting Technology

Rosenbauer Saudi Arabia is building up a trainee 
program for young Saudis employed in the com-
pany and considers Platinum level Saudization as 
minimum requirement. 

Rosenbauer numbers among the fire industry’s leading international suppliers 
of technology and services in the fields of fire and disaster protection. For over 
150 years, the company name has been a synonym for significant inventions 
and pioneering achievements in the production of fire service vehicles and 
extinguishing equipment. 

www.rosenbauer.com

Now we are on your doorstep!

Fire Fighting & Rescue Vehicles  
made in KSA, made in KAEC

“Austrian Quality and Design”. Short delivery, high standard.

Plant in KAEC

Product Range:
 Wide Range of various types of vehicles
 Engineered for hot climate
 Standardized on high functional & quality level
 Short delivery times
 High local content 

 - Chassis 
 - Polypropylene tank welding (Factory Jeddah) 
 - Local sourcing of laser cut aluminum sheet metal
 Specialized fixed fire fighting systems

www.facebook.com/rosenbauergroup

2016-04-21_ad_saudi_230x300.indd   1 21.04.16   13:25



After months of preparation, TWA in KAEC organized 
the Crazy Legs’ Run in celebration of the Healthy 
Heart month on the 15th of February 2017.
The run was held along the beach whereby TWA 
students, and teachers ran from Net Zone to the park 
by the Visitor’s Center, supported by the cheers of their 
peers and the students’ parents. 
At the finish line, runners were greeted with snacks 
and refreshments at the park where everyone got 
to enjoy a joyful outdoor picnic with access to the 
neighbouring playgrounds. 

The Crazy Legs Run in Celebration of the Healthy Heart 
Montha

TWA’s First Graduating Class Dedicate their “Hats Off” Project to Fahad 
Al Rasheed

The Crazy Legs’ Run was yet another successful 
event by TWA, offering a fun platform for students, 
parents and TWA employees to interact, exercise and 
socialize, while learning more about how to keep 
the heart healthy through the adoption of a 
balanced lifestyle that includes a proper diet, 
a regular physical activity, and staying away 
from tobacco products.

TWA students prior the race at the beach walk in the Bay La Sun district

Mr. Fahd AlRasheed with TWA graduates

In 2016, TWA witnessed the graduation of the first Grade 12 class, which marked a new 
milestone in the history of the school at KAEC. 
To celebrate the event, the students chose to show their gratitude for the city that provided them 
with an ideal educational setting to learn and thrive. As such, the young graduates worked on a 
special project that they presented to Mr. Fahad Al Rasheed, the Managing Director and Group 
CEO of KAEC.
Six young women and eleven young men, worked for seven weeks on designing 17 safety 
helmets under the theme “Building Your Future”. The aim of the project was to let the students 
express their feelings about being part of TWA and KAEC and how this influenced their growth 
and future career choices. 
After many brainstorming sessions, design experiments and trial presentations, and although 
some of the students shared the same career vision, the graduating class was able to produce 
17 uniquely creative safety helmets.
In appreciation of the work done, Mr. Fahad Al Rasheed met with TWA’s Principal Mrs. Hannah 
Tashkandy and the students at his office. Each student gifted their helmets to the GCEO and  
mounted their helmets on the office wall while presenting the concept behind the chosen 
design. The students also signed a souvenir hat with Mr. Alrasheed, who praised their sense of 
creativity and innovation. 
The “Hats Off” project boosted TWA graduating students’ self-confidence and presentation 
techniques while allowing them to better envision the upcoming transition to their future 
academic life or vocational career.
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Mr. Fahd Alrasheed Picture 1, & 2: The Spelling Bee competition participants

TWA student’s art at the Islamic Art Exhibition

“The Spelling Bee” Competition at TWA

Just like every year, the World Academy at 
King Abdullah Economic City held its "Spelling 
Bee" competition where students from 
grades 1 to 5 compete against their peers in 
guessing the spelling of tens of words.

The competition is a fun, yearly rendezvous 
for students that helps them master the 
English language and learn new words, while 
substantially improving their spelling and 
pronunciation, enriching their vocabulary, and 
enhancing their knowledge of the etymology of 
some very difficult terms. 
At the end of the competition, TWA named 
the Spelling Bee Champions for the academic 
year 2016/2017 and offered them customized 
trophies made by TWA's very own D&T Lab.
The "Spelling Bee" competition consists of much 
more than just words' memorization. For TWA, 
it exposes students to a high level of competition 
that boosts their confidence and ability to 
compete with others in the future. 
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TWA Students Islamic Art Exhibition

TWA organized a three-day Islamic Art Exhibition at 
the school's main entrance during which it displayed 
paintings by TWA's students who were encouraged 
to apply their knowledge about Arts and Islamic 
studies through paintings. 

Daily group visits were organized during the school 
hours to admire the extraordinary art works during 
which the teachers briefed the students about 
Islamic Art and encouraged them to take part in the 
event's second edition.

The Islamic Art Exhibition hit three birds with 
one stone. First, it helped students practice 
some of their Islamic studies' lessons in their 
daily life through students’ activities. Second, it 
acknowledged the students' talent and boosted 
their confidence by displaying their art works. 
Finally, it highlighted the historical beauty of 
Islamic Art while shedding light on many aspects 
of the Islamic culture such as architecture, 
mosques, geometric designs, calligraphy, Islamic 
calendars, and upholstery and rug designs. 
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TWA Holds the First Annual French Day

 Students of the World Academy participating in the annual
French day

On February 16th, 2017, The World Academy (TWA) 
at King Abdullah Economic City (KAEC) held its’ first 
Annual French Day, whereby students performed 
French songs and presented projects about a 
variety of French topics to their parents, teachers 
and EEC staff.
Having introduced French as a foreign language in 
2016, TWA came up with the idea for this event to 
introduce students to the French culture in a fun, 
interactive and mostly educational way.
The first Annual French Day featured music shows 
during which the students sang more than 8 French 
songs they had learned while dressing up to the 
colors of the French Flag. The event also included 
an exhibition where students presented more than 
100 projects about the Eiffel tower, the Versailles 
and Elysées palaces, the Louvre Museum, French 
cars and airplanes, French food, French Football 
teams and players, Euro Disney, French music and 
many other cultural topics.
The event was a great success. While the kids en-
joyed learning more about the French culture, their 
parents were overwhelmed to see their children 
acquire an additional skill that could open up new 
horizons for them in the future. 
It is noteworthy that TWA is always introducing 
innovative ideas to provide students with fun, 
educational experiences that boost their communi-
cation skills and enhance their knowledge.

In 2016 TWA in 
KAEC introduced 

French as a 
foreign language
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1- What is "Select” Real Estate Services?

Select Real Estate Services is a real estate agency offering 
professional brokerage services for pre-owned apartments, 
lands and villas in KAEC with attractive offers to suit all 
budgets. 

2- What kind of services does “Select” offer?
Select offers a comprehensive range of services for current 
and potential investors and leasers in KAEC. Furthermore, 
we conduct market studies and price assessments while 
constantly updating our database. We also provide real 
estate marketing and brokerage services to help our 
customers resell or rent their property. Finally, Select has 
special offers which we announce professionally through 
specialized channels.  

3- Where is “Select” located and how are cutting-edge 
technologies steered towards benefiting customers?
Select Real Estate Services was launched with a physical 
and a digital presence at the heart of KAEC. The office is 
located in one of the most beautiful areas of the Bay La Sun 
District, more specifically on the beach walk.
The Select website offers a highly interactive and seamless 
interface with easy procedures and steps to provide our 
browsers with a user-friendly experience online. Our website 
features all the available residential units with the necessary 
details and specifications using the latest GPS technologies. 
This ensures that the leaser or investor only visit the Select 
offices once to sign the final agreement and complete the 
sale or rent transaction in a matter of days, depending on 

“Select”
Real Estate

 Picture 1: Mr. Aiman Saleh, Director - New
 Business Ventures
 Picture 2,3: Exterior & Interior photos of
villas and apartments in Al-Waha district

how fast the requirements can be fulfilled by the buyer and 
owner. Select Real Estate Services ensures that investors 
get the best investment opportunities and allows them to 
compare between the investment opportunities without any 
bias.

4- Where did the idea of “Select” Real Estate Services 
come from and what’s the purpose behind it?
With the growing demand on lands and residential units 
here in KAEC, we noticed a rise in the number of investors 
looking to resell or rent their properties. Therefore, we came 
up with the idea of “Select” to connect supply and demand 
in one place, and provide professional real estate brokerage 
services, such as: offering useful and valuable information 
for both sellers and buyers; providing offers and receiving 
inquiries; as well as facilitating and completing resale and 
rent transactions in a fast and easy way. 
5- What does someone looking to move in to KAEC 
usually look for?
People looking to move in to KAEC usually look for the 
real meaning of a modern lifestyle. They care about 
the availability of A-to-Z services and a state-of-the-art 
infrastructure. Moreover, they seek accommodations that 
are income appropriate as well as educational, healthcare 
and social facilities in addition to job opportunities and safe 
entertainment options for all family members. Everything 
we’ve just mentioned and much more is available in KAEC. 
These advantages combined with the city’s rapid growth 
have turned KAEC’s properties into promising investment 
opportunities with rewarding returns. 

Interview with Mr. Aiman Saleh
Director - new business ventures



Interview with Nawaf Salem

Nawaf Salem 
Educational Background
B.S. in IT from King Abdulaziz University (KAU), Class 
of 2015.
Air Force Officer & Customer Service Diploma, 2016.
Attended several trainings and has work experience 
in supervision and customer service.
Current Occupation
Customer Care Service Representative in KAEC.

King Abdullah Economic City (KAEC) is a globally inspiring model for economic and social 
development. The city stands as a living proof to Saudi nationals' capabilities to overcome challenges, 
persevere, enjoy hard work, and take pleasure in achieving. Through this interview, we shed light on 
the bright and promising career path of an ambitious young professional and KAEC employee who is 
the perfect embodiment of capable national talents willing and working to achieve more. 

1- You're just starting your ambitious 
professional career and you're already working 
in KAEC. How did you manage to land this job?

I'm proud to be part of such a healthy and beautiful 
work environment and I enjoy my job here in 
KAEC. I have the will and determination to succeed 
and I found in KAEC a window of opportunity 
to attain my ambitions and the right place for a 
promising professional life that will boast many 
achievements, if God's will. I graduated from 
King Abdulaziz University (KAU) from the Faculty 
of Computing & Information Technology and I 
was able to get some practical experience in 
supervision and customer service. Today, I'm at the 
starting point of my career and I'm ready to achieve 
much more. 

2- What does your job entail exactly?

I’m in the Customer Care department within a 
network of people who work based on accurately 
streamlined processes. Our group is highly 
motivated and our business environment perfectly 
reflects KAEC’s essence, offering us a warm 
welcome and plenty of opportunities to grow 
and achieve. We all work as a connecting point 
between KAEC’s residents or visitors on one hand 
and anything a customer needs or requires on the 

other. We handle inquiries and requests, coordinate 
and refer them to the concerned parties within 
the city, follow up on the handing over process of 
residential units and lands, accompany residents 
in their first steps in the city to guaranty the quality 
of service they deserve, and make sure all their 
questions are answered and obstacles are cleared. 
We are the front of this exceptional city and we strive 
to achieve optimal customer service satisfaction. 

3- What are the latest residential projects you’re 
working on delivering currently?

During the last months, we have worked on 
delivering Al-Waha project which has won the 
“Best Residential Community Award”. Moreover, 
we’ve been working on delivering lands in Al-Talah 
Gardens, Al-Shurooq and Al-Murooj districts. In 
the nearby future, we’re also preparing to deliver 
apartments and villas in these same neighborhoods 
following a very busy calendar in 2017, 2018 and 
later on. By end of 2017, KAEC would have delivered 
6,000 residential units with plans to complete 60,000 
units within 10 years. Of course, the development 
and growth of the coastal communities is one of 
many residential, commercial, recreational and 
industrial projects we have in the pipeline here in 
KAEC.
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4- How do you like working on a daily basis 
with people moving to KAEC with big hopes and 
dreams of leading a new and different life? And 
what are the most recurrent inquiries a Customer 
Service Officer receives?

It is very exciting and enjoyable to accompany a 
resident in his first steps towards leading a promising 
life here in KAEC. A new resident has plenty of 
questions, and answering them is an exciting 
mission, as the city has all the advantages and 
fundamental elements to please. Most inquiries are 
relevant to the facilities, services, restaurants, stores, 
recreational clubs, educational institutions and 
healthcare facilities available in the city. Accordingly, 
we inform residents about the facilities currently 
available in KAEC and loop them on the facilities 
still in the pipeline. I mostly enjoy the common 
language we speak here, which brings employees 
and residents closer.  I am talking about the fact that 
we share the same ambition to lead a modern and 
convenient life where everything comes together 
to offer a comfortable lifestyle from facilities and 
services to business and job opportunities, not to 
forget the city’s strategic location and magnificent 
views over the Red Sea. 

KAEC is a modern city that 
offers “live, work and 

play” advantages. Most 
importantly, the city has 

immense development 
capabilities and a unique 

youthful spirit.
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5- Aside from the professional part, how do you 
find life in KAEC? And how do you envision the 
city in the future?

KAEC is a modern city that offers “live, work and 
play” advantages. Most importantly, the city has 
immense development capabilities and a unique 
youthful spirit. I see the rising interest in KAEC on 
a daily basis and with that comes an increasingly 
rapid growth. The vibrant coastal communities 
are proof of KAEC’s population growth while the 
Industrial Valley represents a bright window of 
economic opportunities with immense potential for 
the Kingdom and valuable job offers for nationals. 
In addition, KAEC’s exceptional facilities, services, 
infrastructure and attention to details are all living 
proof that KAEC is a City of Today, and with the 
completion of giant upcoming projects, I definitely 
see it as a City of future as well. 

Mr, Nawaf Salem during a meeting at the Bay Views in the Bay La Sun district



#Win_with_KAEC
"Win with KAEC" is a great feature that the city decided to make available through 
its social media pages to engage and interact with KAEC's friends who are 
into the latest youth and sports events and updates. Recently, "Win with KAEC" 
offered two interactive competitions in line with "King Cup" and the "Crown Prince 
Cup" held during the months of March and May 2017 respectively. Competition 
questions revolved around KAEC, the two sports events, and the two teams 
playing at the finals providing followers with a chance to win many valuable 
prizes including a stay at the Bay La Sun Hotel & Marina in KAEC.

stay connected to the wider public by
publishing news, following on

developments and providing insightful 
information

KAEC online
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#KAEC_ONLINE
KAEC is keen on interacting with its friends and followers across all social media platforms, whether Twitter, facebook, Instagram or Linkedin. The city 
adopts an open-door policy, constantly encouraging people to communicate their suggestions, remarks and feedback about the city through its toll-free 
numbers and email, around the clock and year-round. KAEC is always ready to answer questions and inquiries while making sure to stay connected to the 
wider public by publishing news, following on developments and providing insightful information in an innovative way.  

Campaigns

#Maakum_Min_Al_Bay_La_Sun
In addition to communicating information, covering events, and swiftly handling 
suggestions and remarks, KAEC's social media pages launched a new 
communication tool to interact with followers, friends and likers. Regular live 
videos would be published through the pages featuring KAEC's key people to 
answer questions and inquiries in all transparency, which creates a constructive 
dialogue about the city. 
The first guest was KAEC's Chief Commercial Officer Mr. Fahd Hamidaddin who 
answered all kinds of questions about the present and the future of the city's 
tourism and entertainment sector. The second guest was Mr. Rayan Qutub, 
CEO of the Industrial Valley, who mainly handled inquiries about industrial 
investments in the city.   
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The NEXT Festival - Special Coverage
The NEXT National Power Brands Festival is a key event of the year 2017, with many 
concurrent activities to endorse its main purpose which is to highlight the importance of 
building strong brands and their valuable contribution to progress on the local, regional 
and international levels. The festival included: The NEXT Forum, The Markathon by 
MiSK, and the NEXT Power Brands Index - KSA. KAEC’s social media pages were 
covering the event, day by day, offering live stream and ongoing posts, images and 
videos. 
Among the event’s highlights that were covered on social media was the festival kick-
off press conference as well as the details of the Forum’s discussion sessions which 
witnessed the participation of prominent leaders, CEOs, and key business, education 
and communications figures. KAEC’s social media platforms also relayed the exciting 
ambiance of the Markathon by MiSK competitions which gathered creative marketers 
among the Saudi youth. Finally, the social media community was greatly engaged, 
interested and enthusiastic about the post updates of the event’s closing ceremony and 
the announcement of the NEXT Power Brands Index - KSA list for 2017. Interaction 
peaked about this topic noting its prime importance to the national economy and 
private sector alike.
It is noteworthy that KAEC’s social media pages were streaming live from the event’s 
grounds, with detailed and insightful reports about the ongoing activities. 

#KAEC Friends’ Interaction
Throughout the year, KAEC has the pleasure to welcome prominent figures from 
different walks of life to enjoy a guided tour of the city. While the city’s special guests 
never fail to report on their beautiful journey inside the city through their social media 
accounts, KAEC too makes sure to share these visits with its social media community 
members, mentioning the guests’ first impressions, feedback and suggestions about 
the city’s facilities. Recently, KAEC’s social media platforms reported the visits of many 
famous people including Faris Al-Turki, Ghada Al-Mutairi, Faisal Sheraiff, Sarah Alyafei, 
Khalid Jassim, Mohamed Moshaya, Bander Falgi, Bayan Linjawi, Alaa Saeed, Nijoud 
Al-Harigy, Ibrahim Albkeri, Moutasim Tarabzouni, Adel Radwan, Kholoud Al-Qadi, 
Captain Reema, Mohamed Al-Mousa, Terad Sindi,  Mona Al-Naser, Faisal Al-Zahrani,  
Kenaz Hakeem, Iyad Abdulhay, Lama Al Akeel, and Abdullah Al-Maghlooth.

#KAEC’s Social & Entertaining Events
Through its social media pages, KAEC offers a full, year-round coverage of its social 
and recreational events. At first, the event is announced then promoted with registration 
and participation details. During the event, the city posts captions, images and videos 
live from the venue to relay the event’s happenings, engage followers and friends, and 
handle inquiries, clarifications, suggestions and remarks.
Throughout the year, KAEC’s social media covered the Bay La Sun Weekend festivities 
which are among the most important social events held regularly in the city and highly 
anticipated by families. In fact, the Bay La Sun Weekends have become the ultimate 
entertainment destination for families seeking to spend memorable moments together. 
The event offers a fun-packed agenda with attractive facilities and services including 
safe playgrounds and games for kids. During the month of February 2017, KAEC’s 
social media accounts also covered the Souq Juman activities bringing endless family 
fun and entertainment to Juman Park in the Bay La Sun district. In addition to games, 
food trucks and refreshments, Souq Juman offered visitors a pleasant shopping 
experience at the Bazaar which showcased local handicrafts and artisanal products. 
During March of 2017, KAEC hosted an exceptional recital by international composer 
Omar Khairat who played a selection of iconic musical pieces. The memorable evening 
witnessed an unprecedented success in terms of attendance and feedback, turning into 
one of the most important recreational and artistic events held in the city to date. 

Coverage

Picture 1: Markathone by Misk in Mohammad Bin Salman College
Picture 2,3: Faris Al Turki, & Faisal Sheraiff. Picture 4: A booth at Souq Juman Bazar



Infographics
Infographics are the easiest and most innovative way to communicate with a target audience. They facilitate information and provide an abundance of data 
in a straight-to-the-point way while using graphs and simplified explanations. Regularly, KAEC is using infographics on its social media pages to highlight 
its components, each at a time. Here's a glance at the infographics published this year:

multimedia

During November 2016, Emaar the Economic City (EEC), the main developer 
of KAEC, produced a special video entitled “KAEC’s Latest Developments”. The 
five-minute film narrates the city’s success story and main historical milestones. 
It also introduces KAEC’s primary components and the different sectors’ 
achievements so far in line with the 2030 Vision. A commercial entitled “The 
Future begins here” was also produced to describe, in less than a minute and a 
half, how KAEC’s community members and different segments interact with the 
city’s vital components and embrace a modern lifestyle in the way they live, learn, 
work, play and more.

#KAECs’ Progress Video

Bay La Sun Club
Introduces one of Bay La Sun district’s family recreational facil-
ities, and explains more about its name, location, features, and 
components including recreational and professional facilities. This 
infographic also gives a glance about the Club’s overall ambiance 
and services rendered to KAEC’s residents, visitors and employees. 

Bay Views
Presents the comprehensive program that supports local 
institutions and companies. The infographic briefly explains the 
features and services available such as exempting companies 
from paying rent, offering their employees special discounts, 
enabling their employees’ families to benefit from scholarships, 
and granting everyone free transportation. 

Juman Park
Explains the vision behind one the most vibrant and vital 
recreational facilities in the Bay La Sun district. This infographic 
features the most significant figures in the history of the Park 
since its establishment, its surface area, its strategic location, and 
components emphasizing children games and areas as well as 
other facilities targeting all family members.

King Abdullah Port “KAP” 
 Features valuable information about the fastest growing port in 
the world with figures about its surface area and capacity. The 
infographic also highlights the port’s history, opening date, and 
operations’ kick-off with a summary of the available capabilities 
and their role in boosting the local economy as well as national and 
international companies. 

Royal Greens
Sheds light on the golf court and country club, with valuable 
information about the opening date at the end of the year. The 
infographic also introduces the location’s features, the court’s 
world-class specifications, the facilities and the quality of services 
offered for premium members, as well as a glance of the 
international awards that the project has won on both the regional 
and international levels. 

To display infographics
Scan QR codes
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